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For over 10 years, the Nevada Big Tree program

has been growing, increasing the number of
champion trees, as avid Big Tree hunters find more
species and larger specimens. NDF started collecting
data and nominations in 1991 and 1992. When the first
state list came out in 1993, it was seen as a challenge
to find even bigger trees. Big Tree hunters across the
state rose to that challenge, and today only 17 of the 65
trees nominated on that first list hold their champion
status.

Even before the state program was established, people
were looking for champion trees in Nevada. A Utah
juniper in the Deep Canyon area of the Shoshone
Mountains received national champion status in 1974.
But it was dethroned by a larger tree in Utah a few
years later. Now the largest one that we have been
able to locate in the state is in the Riley Creek Canyon
of the same range.

One of our early reigning state champions is the
thornless honeylocust in Panaca. Jim Ross, City of
Reno Parks and Recreation, first noticed the tree in
1986. Two years later he measured the tree, thinking it
might be a national champion (remember there was no
state program at that time). It missed national champion
status by "yards and yards" but later became the first
tree nominated to the Nevada register. A picture of that
tree is on page 7 of this register.

One hundred eighty plus trees are on this latest register.
During the next few years, we challenge the Big Tree
hunters to search out the biggest trees. The enclosed
Big Tree Register includes a partial list of species not

����������������������������������(���1�������!�����'������
)����
���(���	���$ ������

yet represented and indicates what we call Future
Champions. We suspect there are larger species out
there, and we are hoping that you know where to look.

A nomination form and measuring instructions are
included with this register. Make copies, keep them
handy, and be on the lookout for big trees.

 
�����
������������ �����
Perhaps you know of a tree that is a tribute to your
community or was around when the state was young. It
may not be big enough to be a state champion big tree,
but its historical value should be considered.

If you believe you know of such a tree, contact the
Urban Forestry program at 775-684-2506 for a nomina-
tion form and further details.

American Forests has begun a nationwide search
to identify this country's famous and historic trees

and has published a book with the findings to date.
Many of Nevada's trees figure prominently in a rich and
colorful state and national history; we have begun
collecting information on these trees in order to recog-
nize them in a state register.
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Nevada Division of Forestry

NEVADA BIG TREE PROGRAM NOMINATION FORM
Provide as much information as is known. Refer to back of form for measuring instructions.

TREE INFORMATION Date measured _______________ Measured by ____________________________

Common name ____________________________________ Scientific name __________________________________

Comments: Condition of tree/historical significance/other __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Species verification: verified by (USFS, NDF, botanist, forester, city forester, herbarium, arboretum, etc.) list name, affiliation,

phone: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

LOCATION County ________________________________________

• IF CITY TREE: Street Address _________________________________________City _______________________

Location on property _____________________________________________________________________________

• IF RURAL/FOREST TREE: Geographic Projection

GPS coordinates:  Zone  11S  Easting, Northing, WGS84, NAD27, NAD83

or   Latitude N degrees . minutes Longitude W degrees . minutes

And/or Map coordinates:  Township _________ Range __________ Section __________ ¼ Section _____________

Describe geographical location/directions

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

OWNERSHIP INFORMATION
Name _________________________________________________________________Phone _____________________

Mailing address _____________________________________________ City/Zip ______________________________

NOMINATOR INFORMATION

Name _________________________________________________________________Phone _____________________

Mailing address _____________________________________________ City/Zip ______________________________

Other nominator's name/address and phone _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Photo or slide enclosed? Yes No Return application to: NEVADA BIG TREE PROGRAM
Digital available? Yes No NEVADA DIVISION OF FORESTRY

2525 SOUTH CARSON STREET
For assistance or more information: PHONE: (775) 684-2506 CARSON CITY NV  89701-5502

FAX: (775) 687-4244

1) Trunk circumference ____________ inches (measured at 4½ ft. above average ground level)

2) Height ____________ feet

3a) Average crown spread ____________ feet

(widest crown spread (diameter) _______ ft. + narrowest crown spread ______ ft. divided by 2) = Average Crown Spread

3b) Crown points ____________ (¼ the average crown spread)
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1) TRUNK CIRCUMFERENCE IN INCHES
• Measure at 4½ feet above the average ground level.
• If there is a fork at 4½ feet, measure the smallest circumference below the fork.
• If there is a burl or swelling or branch at 4½ feet, then measure at the smallest

circumference below it.
• If the tree branches or forks below 4½ feet, measure the largest single stem

above the fork at 4½ feet from ground.
• If the ground is sloped and not level at the base of the trunk, use the average of

two measurements, one taken at 4½ feet from the ground on the uphill side and
one taken at 4½ feet from ground on the lowest side.

3) AVERAGE CROWN SPREAD IN FEET
Measure the narrowest crown spread and the widest crown
spread.  The most accurate method is to trace an outline of
the crown on the ground (or use stakes) in the soil directly
beneath the outer tips of the branches.  Using an imaginary
line that would pass through the center of the trunk, mea-
sure the distance between the two points or stakes farthest
apart, and a second measurement  between the two clos-
est points.  Add these two measurements and divide by
two for the average crown spread (diameter).

PHOTOGRAPHS/SLIDES:  If you submit a photo or slide, write “Big Tree Nomination” on the back or on the
slide frame, along with the date measured, tree species, and nominator’s name and phone number.  People in the
photo will add interest and scale, but please identify the people in the photo.  Digital photos are also acceptable; call
the Urban Forestry Coordinator for an e-mail address to send it to.  Your photos or slides may be used in Big Tree
literature or online.

HOW TREES ARE COMPARED:  To determine a tree’s total points, the circumference, height, and ¼ of the
average crown spread are added together to get a total point score.  When two trees have scores within a few points
of each other, they will be listed as co-champions.

Please keep a copy of your completed form for your records.

MEASURING INSTRUCTIONS

      Straight Stick Method:  Hold the stick at its base vertically at arm’s length,
making sure its length above your hand equals the distance from your hand to your
eye.  Staying on level ground, move away from the tree while sighting the base of the
trunk over your hand.  Stop when the stick above your hand appears to be the same
length as the tree.  You should be sighting over your hand to the base of the tree, and
without moving anything but your eye, sighting over the top of the stick to the top of
the tree.  Measure how far you are from the tree, and that is the tree’s height.

2) VERTICAL HEIGHT IN FEET - Total height is the distance between the
base of the tree’s trunk and the topmost twig of the tree including any dead branches.
Use the average of several measurements.  Accurate measurements can be made
with a transit, clinometer, laser level, or Abney hand level.  Lacking these tools, you
can use the straight stick method.

BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF

CROWN MEASUREMENT
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